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Dear Members of the Pike County Chamber of Commerce, 

 Happy New Year! Looking back at 2008, it was a year of change, both busy and productive 
for the Pike County Chamber.   Since our annual meeting in March of 2008, the Chamber has 
evolved with new faces and new projects, but has kept the focus on service to you, the approxi-
mately 200 members of this organization.  At the meeting in March , I took on the responsibility of 
the Presidency from the long time President, Trent Hayden.  Trent displayed his dedication to the 
Chamber by serving as president for a number of years.  His hard work and efforts have made the 
Pike County Chamber a better organization.  We also want to call attention to Pauline Little, long 
time board member, who asked to step away from the board after doing so much for us, not the 
least of which are the decorations she has provided for our events over the years. New Board mem-
bers in 2008 included Bob Evans, Danny Holland, Brenda Middendorf, and Doug Mills. 

 Another transition for the Chamber came shortly after the annual meeting.  Karen Griggs, 
our Executive Director was offered a position at County Market.  It was a bittersweet moment, 
losing Karen’s hard work and exemplary dedication to the Chamber; yet, it was good seeing Karen 
remain in our community and make a move best for her and her family.  We as a board were con-
cerned about where this change would take us, but those concerns were  soon eased when Kaye 
Iftner accepted the position of Executive Director.  She has quickly made herself a fixture of our 
organization.  Kaye brings with her a strong background in Corporate Marketing and Organization.  
Remember that Kaye is there to serve you.  Also our organization should acknowledge the efforts of 
Peter Wright, our Treasurer.  He has been the rudder, keeping the day to day operation of our of-
fice on course during all these changes. 

 On behalf of all of us, I want to acknowledge the support of those members who through 
sponsorships have supported Chamber events.  VIP Sponsors, Farmers National Bank,  Brickyard 
Sports Bar & Grill/Bowlers Universe,  Illini Community Hospital, Country Financial, Walnut Knob 
Lodge, West Central Il Therapy & Sports Medicine, Northwestern Mutual Financial Network, JDL 
Longhorn, JD Ross Insurance & Financial Services.  First Class Sponsor, Wright Place Auto Body.  
Business Class Sponsors, Casteel’s, Illini Health Services, Illinois Small Business Development Cen-
ter, Pine Lakes Family Camping Resort, and Quick Shot Photography.   2008 was a year filled with 
successful activities and they would never be possible without the tireless work of our Ambassadors.    
We are sorry to see Jake and Jessica Brown leave the area and our Ambassador group, but wish 
them well in their new adventure. While their enthusiasm and energy will be hard to replace , we 
hope that new chamber members will come forward as Ambassadors.  The quality of work by this 
organization makes me excited for the great things ahead in 2009.  

 John Petty and Sons Construction, The Petty Companies received the Business of the Year 
award for 2008 and we also recognized as our Volunteers of the Year, Ann Ferguson and Tom 
Reinhardt.  

 To all the members of the Pike County Chamber, I say thank you.  Thank you for your 
participation and support.   These are challenging times for business, but challenges can lead to op-
portunities.  We hope that your business will enjoy prosperity during 2009 and all the best to you, 
to your families and to your employees.  Remember we are here for you.  In tough economic times, 
services from the Chamber could be more important than ever.  As your Pike County Chamber of 
Commerce we will be there for you; as a voice, as a service, as a friend to local business. 

                                                                                                Sincerely,    David Fuhler 
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David Fuhler, President, 
WBBA 
Kent Hawley, Vice Presi-
dent, JWCC 
Peter Wright, Treasurer, 
Wright Place Auto Body 
Carolyn Casteel, Casteel’s 
Bob Evans, Realty 1 
Trent Hayden, A.G Edwards/
Wachovia Securities 
Danny Holland, Illini Commu-
nity Hospital 
Nancy Kurpaitis, Old Florence 
Guest House 
Brenda Middendorf, Two 
Rivers RC&D/Access Illinois 
Doug Mills, Farmers Bank of 
Liberty– Barry Branch 
Lois Pennock, JDL Longhorn, 
Walnut Knob Outdoors, Pea Ridge 
Elk Ranch 
Mina Robertson, Farmers 
National Bank  
Mike Spann, COUNTRY 
 Financial  
Andy Sprague, Sprague’s Kin-
derhook Lodge 
Robert Wood, City of Pittsfield 

2009 Chamber Board  

2009 Ambassadors 
 

Jake Allen 
Kim Ator, Farmers State Bank 

Sheila Davidsmeyer, North-
western Mutual Financial Services 

Tammy Harshman, Illini 
Health Services 
Jennifer Ross, J.D. Ross & 
Associates, Inc 

Stephanie Sorrells, PCEDC 
Beth White, Farmers National 
Bank 
 
 

Executive Director 
Kaye Iftner  

 

Happenings in the Chamber and around the County 

Chamber and PCEDC offer Business Booster Workshop Series 

Starting February 17, 2009 the Pike County Chamber of Commerce will be joining forces with the 
Pike County Economic Development Corporation to offer a Business Booster Series. The sessions 
will be held on the 3rd Tuesday of alternating months from 6:30-8:30pm in the Farm Bureau’s audi-
torium.  Topics for the sessions include customer service, financial planning, insurance needs, 
marketing, and disaster planning. There will be a $5 per session fee or $25 for those planning to 
attend all six sessions. A reduced rate will be available to any business that sends more than one 
employee.  As a special offer to our members, the first 10 Chamber of Commerce members 
who sign up and attend will get in free.  For information or to register contact Stephanie Dehart 
at (217) 285-1363 or email sorrells@illinois.edu. Be sure and identify yourself  as a Chamber mem-
ber to get this special offer.  A flyer for the first session is enclosed.  

 

New Feature with each newsletter– BizBuzz articles   Because of the Chamber’s involve-
ment with various trade associations such as the Illinois Chamber of Commerce and the Employers 
Association, we have access to a number of really good newsletters and articles approved for dis-
tribution to our members.  With each Chamber News, I am going to provide you with an article on 
a topic I think might be of interest.  We’re calling these BizBuzz articles.  The first BizBuzz is 
printed on the back of the Business Booster flyer. 

Chamber seeking Business of the Year and Volunteer of the Year nominations   

The Chamber is requesting nominations for Business of the Year and Volunteer of the Year hon-
ors. The Business of the Year should be a viable business in Pike County that is involved in and 
with the community. The Volunteer of the Year can be any Pike County resident who volunteers his 
or her time to support Pike County and his or her community.  The nominations should include the 
name, a paragraph about their involvement with the County and why they are being nominated, 
along with a contact name for more information.  

Neal Tire president named Tire Dealer Humanitarian  

This past fall, Mr. Burnham E. Neal , president and CEO of Ben Tire Distributors ( Neal Tire) was 
named the 2008 winner of the Tire Dealers Humanitarian Award, sponsored by Tire Business 
magazine. In its 15th year, this prestigious award is presented to a single recipient out of approxi-
mately 25,000 independent tire dealers, retreaders, and wholesalers in North America.  It recog-
nizes the charitable and public service work of an independent tire dealer.  Mr. Neal was selected 
due to his dedication to his community, willingness to help others, and his efforts to improve the 
quality of life for people in Central Illinois. “When I read the article about this award, and watched 
the video, it made me proud to work for a person and business such as ours” said  Tom Wellman , 
Pittsfield Store Manager.  It certainly is something for which to be proud, and we are proud to have 
Neal Tire here in Pike County, and as a member of the Chamber. 

New Philadelphia Site named a National Historic Landmark  

Congratulations to members of the New Philadelphia Association who saw their many years of 
effort rewarded this past month when the site was designated as a National Historic Landmark. 
After hearing a presentation regarding the site and work being done by the National Science Foun-
dation Field School there, the Chamber Board decided to do what we could to support this impor-
tant cause.  A letter from Phil Bradshaw highlighting the importance of this designation is enclosed.  
Our letter of support, as advocates for our county, is on the reverse side. 

Campbell Publications (Pike Press) launches outdoor website  

There’s a new resource for outdoor enthusiasts covering Pike, Calhoun, Jersey, Green and Scott 
counties.  The site is called Two Rivers Outdoors (tworiversoutdoors.com).  It’s a community ori-
ented site where you can get hunting, fishing and other outdoor information and event listings. 
There’s also a gallery where  residents can post photos of trophy kills or youth hunt photos (deer, 
turkey, ducks, etc.). A flyer provided by member Julie Boren is enclosed.  



3-Dimensional Health Club 

Abe Lincoln Project 

Access Illinois Outdoors 

Adams Networks, Inc. 

Adecco Employment Services  

Agricultural Equipment &    

     Livestock Appraisals (AELA) 

Ameren CIPS 

Andress' Apartments 

Area Disposal Service, Inc. 

Bank of Kampsville/ 

           Pleasant Hill Facility 

Barber Agency 

Barton & Associates 

Baughman, Wayne 

Beard Design and Graphics  

Bee Creek Quarter Horses    

                 & Cattle 

Benton & Associates, Inc. 

Bert's West Side Flats 

Birch, John & Cheryl  

BJ's Guest Houses 

Blue River Outdoors, Inc. 

Bow Lake Golf Course 

Bowlers Universe 

Bradshaw Real Estate 

Brants Antiques & Gift Center 

Brickyard Sports Bar & Grill 

Brookside Marketing 

Buckeye Creek Outfitters 

Bucks BeWare Outfitters 

Butler Outdoor Farms  

           Adventures 

Calvary Baptist Church 

Campbell Farms Hunting 

Carnes, Inc. 

Casey's General Store 

CASSCOMM 

Casteel Color Wheel 

Catering & More 

Center for Effective Nonprofits 

Central State Bank 

Chenoweth Bulldozing & Tile 

Cherry's Guest House 

Church of the Nazarene 

 Cintas Uniforms 

City of Barry 

City of Griggsville 

City of Pittsfield 

Collver Family Winery 

Corn Belt Bank & Trust Co. 

COUNTRY Financial  

County Market 

DCEO 

Dugan Designs 

Eagle Business Products, LLC 

Eagle Lakes Outfitters 

Eastside Health &  

        Rehabilitation Center 

Ed & Woodie's S & S Inc. 

Edwards Construction, Inc 

Edward Jones 

ETC Computerland 

Evergreen Lawn & Pest Control 

Farmers Bank of Liberty-Barry 

Farmers National Bank 

            of Griggsville 

Farmers State Bank 

Fashion Flowers 

First Bank of Pittsfield 

First Class Detailing   

First National Bank of Barry 

Florence Guest House 

GFC 

Girl Scouts of Central Illinois  

Grand Oaks Outfitters 

Gray House B&B 

Griggsville Christian Church 

Griggsville Estates 

H & R Block 

Harpole's Heartland Lodge 

Heartland Chiropractic Center 

Heaton Chevrolet-Olds-Geo 

Heimer & Associates, Inc. 

*Higbee Properties* 

Hollahan Law Office 

Hooper & Niebur Insurance 

Hopewell Winery 

Ice House Inn, Inc. 

Ideal Hardware 

Iftner, David & Kaye  

Illini Community Health Care 

 Foundation 

Illini Community Hospital 

Illini Health Services Inc. 

Illinois Department of  

 Employment Security 

Illinois Rural Electric Coop 

Illinois Small Business  

 Development Center 

Illinois Valley Paving Company 

Illinois Xtreme Whitetail Lodge 

Ingersoll, Charles and Marsha 

Ingersoll, Katherine 

International Eye Care 

Investment Centers of America 

J.D. Ross & Associates, Inc. 

Jacksonville Journal Courier 

JBS/United 

JDL Longhorn Inc. 

Jess Spradlin's Midwest Homes 

State Rep. Jim Watson 

JK Ranches 

John Petty & Sons  

      Construction Company, Inc. 

John Wood Community College 

Jones Poultry 

Kentucky Fried Chicken 

KHQA TV 

Kientzle Shoe Store 

Kinderhook State Bank 

Kountry Expressions 

Kozy Korner Promotions 

Liberty Village 

Likes Land Surveyors Inc. 

Logan Agri-Service Inc. 

Lowry Music Company 

Lusage Marketing Inc 

Maschhoff Pork L.L.C. 

MATAM, Inc 

Maya Authentic Mexican Cuisine   

McCartney Real Estate 

McDonald's 

MECO Engineering Company 

Memory Lane Awards 

Mental Health Centers  

              of Western Illinois 

Midwest Chiropractic Clinic 

* Midstate Insurance Agency Inc.* 

Mississippi Valley Lodging LLP 

Monroe Street Suites 

Morrow Farms 

Moss Family Farms, Inc. 

Mountain’s Mountain 

* Mrs. Higbee’s Dry Goods * 

Nature Society 

Neal Tire & Auto Service 

New Canton Township 

New Way Signs 

Niebur Funeral Home 

Noble Harrison II, CPA 

Northwestern Mutual  

 Financial Network 

Oitker Ford Sales 

Old Orchard Country Club 

Pea Ridge Elk Ranch 

Perry Quick Mart, Inc 

Peter's Heating &  

 Air Conditioning 

Pike Bucks Unlimited 

Pike County Government 

Pike County Bucks 

Pike County Community 

 Health Partnership 

Pike County Economic  

      Development Corporation 

Pike County Express 

Pike County Farm Bureau 

Pike County Glass Inc. 

Pike County Health Department 

Pike County Historical Society 

Pike County Lumber Company 

Pike County Real Estate, Inc. 

Pike Press 

Pikeland Outfitters 

Pine Lakes Family Camping Resort 

Pittsfield Main Street 

Pittsfield Public Library 

Pittsfield Tire, Inc. 

Pizza Hut 

Poole Advertising, LLC 

Prairie Care Alliance 

Quanada 

Quick Shot Photography 

 

Quincy Convention  

         & Visitors Bureau 

Quincy Herald Whig 

Realty 1 

Red Dome Inn 

Reel Net and Twine 

Reed Promotional Media 

Rodhouse Rut-N-Strut 

Rotary Club of Pittsfield 

Scranton Appraisal Services 

Sheppard, John & Karolyn 

Sims PC Repair 

Sprague's Kinderhook Lodge 

State Farm Insurance 

Stilwell, Johnson & Gwen 

Stroemer Foods Catering 

Summer Hill Antique Mall 

Tee Pee Mini Mart/Subway 

The Archery Shop 

Trinity Rentals/ D-C Elec. 

Twin Pike Family YMCA 

Two Rivers FS 

Two Rivers Jeep Club 

Underground Railroad  

         Antiques 

Uva Winery & Vineyards 

Verizon North 

Village of Pleasant Hill 

Wachovia Securities/ 

       A.G. Edwards 

Wade Real Estate 

Waggin Tails  

Wal-Mart Discount Cities 

Walnut Knob Outdoors, Inc. 

WBBA - DJ Two Rivers, Inc. 

West Central Illinois Therapy  &   

        Sports Medicine Center 

WGEM 

Winchester Guest house 

Wright Place Auto Body 

Wright, Harry & Helen 

Zimmerman Bros. Inc. 

Support our Pike County Chamber Members   * denotes new members         



SUPPORT OUR PIKE COUNTY CHAMBER SPONSORS 

PIKE COUNTY CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE 

224 W Washington 
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2008 VIP Sponsors: 

 

COUNTRY Financial  

The Brickyard Sports Bar & Grill and Bowler’s Universe 

Farmers National Bank 

Illini Community Hospital 

Northwestern Mutual Financial Network 

JD Ross Insurance & Financial Services, LLC 

JDL Longhorn, Inc 

Walnut Knob Outdoors 

West Central Illinois Therapy and Sports Medicine 

 

 

First Class Sponsor:  

The Wright Place Auto Body 

 
Business Class Sponsors: 

Illini Health Services, Inc 

Illinois Small Business Development Center 

Pine Lakes Family Camping Resort   

Quick Shot Photography 

 

Pike County Chamber  

Time & Temperature  

285-6600 

• Time & Temperature statistics are way up!  Call numbers spike dur-
ing bitter cold or other severe weather. Since this year has been a 
crazy weather year already– calls to our TNT line (285-6600) in 
January alone totaled well over 6700 calls! If you are looking for a 
cost-effective way to reach Pike County residents, consider placing 
your ad on the system.  Cost is $360 a year for a rotating message 
that you can change as often as you need to.  Call Kaye for details!  

• Did you know that two thirds of Americans are either overweight or 
obese, and fewer than a third exercise at least 3 times per week? 
Twenty-four million people have diabetes, the vast majority of it re-
lated to lifestyle. Fortunately, we have a number of members whose 
mission includes helping Pike County residents be healthy and fit.  
For example, please find enclosed a flyer regarding Wellness in the 
Workplace from member company 3-Dimensional Health Club.  And 
don’t forget the Pike County Health Department, the U of I Extension 
Service, Illini Hospital, Illini Health Services, and West Central Illinois 

Therapy and Sports Medicine (a VIP Sponsor) 
as resources . 

Please take advantage of our Community Calendar, 
introduced in previous newsletters.  This new re-
source, provided as a free service to all Pike County 
organizations and businesses, gives a great over-
view of events happening in the county, so you can 
schedule your event on a day with the best opportu-
nity for success.  Email events  to info@pikeil.org or 
call me (Kaye Iftner) at 217-285-2971.  Thanks!   

 

 

It’s dues renewal time 
here at your Cham-

ber of Commerce.  By now you should 
have received your renewal notice and 
invoice.  If you haven't already sent in 
your dues, please take the time to do so. 
Also, on page three is a list of our mem-
bers. If you know of any Pike County 
businesses not shown here who should 
be members, why not encourage them to 
join?  


